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to be that an observer at the Equator of the Earth,
which,rotates toward the East, sees the stationary
celestial objects as though moving westward. But
Paramesvara explains that whereas the Earth does
not really move, it appears to move toward the east
because of the westward movement of the asterisms.
He is forced to take the words anuloma and vilo?na,
which regularly mean "ahead," "eastward/' and
"backward," "westward," in exactly the opposite
senses. He explains that persons on the asterisms,
which move toward the west, would seem to see sta-
tionary objects on the Earth moving eastward. As
Earth1 points out, this explanation is quite unac-
ceptable. It seems that Paramesvara completely mis-
represents the opinion of Aryabhata, as clearly stated
in several places in the text, and as described by
Brahmagupta and other critics of Aryabhata.

There is nothing to indicate that this stanza repre-
sents a state of affairs caused by mithyajnana ("false
knowledge)."

Bhattotpala (pp. 58-59) quotes this stanza and
then refutes it by quoting the Pancasiddhantikd,
XIII, 6-8, Paulisa, Brahmagupta, and strangely
enough Aryabhata himself (the following stanza, IV,
10). It is curious that Aryabhata should be quoted
against himself, and that Bhattotpala should^ not
indicate clearly which view really represents Arya-
bhata's own opinion. It looks as though Bhattotpala
regarded the first stanza as containing a purvapaksa
or erroneous view.2

* Op. c&, III, 158 n.                2 Cf. JRAS, 1863, pp. 375-77.